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Faith sees . . .

1.   The __________________ in problems 1:1-8

     Right-size God

     Right-identify God

2.   The _____________________ of dependence 1:9-11

3.   The __________________ for perseverance 1:12

Only with the eyes of faith can we see things for what they really are.

Notes:

Life Group Discussion Questions:

1.   It is easier to look backward and see God’s good purposes in
difficulties, challenges, disappointments, and suffering, etc. Give an
example from your life of how God used hardship to develop your
character. Are you currently in the middle of a challenging time? What
helps you to keep the right perspective (right-size God) in the problem?

2.   For what do you need wisdom from God this week? Share that and
then pray as a group, asking God to give wisdom. What kind of attitudes
and fears keep you from whole-heartedly asking and listening for God’s
wisdom? What might need to change in your heart for you to ask God
whole-heartedly for wisdom in your circumstances?

3.   If it’s true that a curse is anything that keeps us from depending on,
drawing close to, and knowing God and a blessing is anything that helps
us depend on, draw close to, and know God then . . .

A.  What are things in your life that have the danger of becoming
      curses?
B.  What are things that may feel like a curse but which the eyes of
      faith should see as a blessing?
C.  Since we live in an affluent society, how do we “boast in our
      humiliation” (i.e. live dependently on God)?

4.   What is the pay-off for perseverance in faith and obedience . . . in this
life . . . and the next? Why is it hard to keep the prize in view? What helps
us remember the reward when we feel overwhelmed by circumstances?

August 28-September 1
Verse of the week: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22).
August 28 James 1:19-21; Proverbs 10:19; 14:29; 17:27;

Colossians 3:8-10, 15-17
August 29 James 1:22-25; Luke 8:19-21; Romans 2:13
August 30 James 1:26-27; Matthew 25:31-46
August 31 Matthew 7:21-27
September 1 Isaiah 1:16-28

Bible Reading Guides for our sermon series in James are available at the
Info Center. Weekday devotionals that compliment the sermon series and
reading guide can be found at www.liveitblog.wordpress.com.

http://www.liveitblog.wordpress.com

